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From The Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents,

It has been awhile since my last newsletter and I have lots to share with you, so please grab a cup of tea or coffee 
and read on.

Vision 2029

Having had a number of months to find my feet in my new post my next step is to formulate a strong vision for the 
future of the school. Where do we want St Andrew’s to be in ten years’ time? What core value and principles will 
remain and how will it continue to develop as an educational centre of excellence? What will an outstanding 
international school in the Bahamas look like?

The process is as important as the outcome. Early next term we will be holding a strategic planning workshop to 
review the vision and mission of the school and map out the key priorities. All the stakeholders of the school will 
have an input into the process: students, parents, teaching staff, school leadership, Board members and alumni. It 
isn’t practical to invite everyone, so we will send out a survey to gather input from each of these groups and invite 
representatives to represent each constituency. The parent body will be represented by the PTA.

The process will be directed by an external facilitator, Gabrielle Fraser, to ensure that it is professional and 
discussions open and honest. We will start with a review of the school’s founding principles, a look at the current 
trends in education internationally and then an overview of the Bahamian economy and how it will affect St 
Andrew’s.  We will then begin work on a road map for the future. This will take place on Friday and Saturday 3 and 
4 May. 

The outcomes will give me a clear direction and mandate and I will be able to lead the school confidently, being 
able to say ‘we decided….’

Learning Support and School Within a School

St Andrew’s has always provided a strong learning support programme. Recently, School Within a School was 
established to expand the programme. It is a bold initiative and we have been reviewing the programme to see 
what is working well and what needs attention. The process was a school-wide one, involving our learning support 
teaching team, school leadership and the Board. It has taken several months.

The founding principles and vision of School Within a School will remain solidly in place. We are committed to 
providing support to students of low to medium educational needs and the structure of the learning support and 
School Within a School programme will remain unchanged. We have identified where we can do things better and 
need to make some adjustments. 

Early next term we will meet with all the families whose children receive learning support to discuss the 
programme and its staffing for next year, but be reassured that its structure and focus is going ‘back to basics’ and 
will be informed by the original planning documents and ideals for School With a School.

Staffing for next year

Earlier this term I shared with you the details of the appointment of new staff and a number of internal 
appointments and promotions. When faculty retire or move on we look strategically at ways to utilise faculty 
members’ skills and talents and opportunities to allow them to develop professionally.  Looking ahead to next year 
we have a strong and capable teaching team and I am excited to see how they will take the school forward.

Mr Jason Plummer (History and I and S) has informed us that he intends to return to Africa at the end of this 
academic year. I will keep you informed as we search for a replacement.
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Comedy Night and the 70th anniversary 

We have a number of events taking place during this year under the umbrella of the 70th anniversary, of 
which the next big one is the Comedy Night. If you haven’t done so already, please book a ticket for the 
6th April. This event is organized by our energetic and enthusiastic Fundraising Committee. All the funds 
raised by our various fundraising activities go into a central fund, ultimately overseen by the Board. 

The Board has identified three major fundraising priorities:

1. Scholarships. There are bright and talented young Bahamians who, given the opportunity, will 
excel at school and university and make a positive difference in the Bahamas. Our scholarship 
students add diversity to our student body. Education is both a gateway and a springboard to 
success. St Andrew’s is committed to providing affordable education for these talented young 
leaders of the future. 

2. Flagship development projects. We have a number of ideas, of which a new sports changeroom is 
the top priority.  

3. Investing in our campus facilities. We are committed to ensuring that our art, music, drama, science 
and technology facilities are well equipped. Every classroom should be an inspiring place in which 
to learn and we need to set funds aside for upgrades. 

St Andrew’s in the news

St Andrew’s has been on a roll in recent weeks. A number of our students have performed extremely well 
at the BAISS track and field athletic meet. There were many of exceptional performances but special 
mention must go to D’Arjha Davis who went on to the National High School Track & Field Championships 
2019 where she won a silver medal U17 Girls 200m finals. She ran another PB in the time of 24.77 - just shy 
of the Carifta qualification standard! Amina Forbes won gold in the BAISS U20 High Jump.

The National Arts Festival stage has been filled with St Andrew’s students who have taken part in a wide 
variety of disciplines or genres from violin instrumental performances to song and dance. To mention just a 
few of the successes, Madison Smith soared her way to a 96% singing "Never Enough". She came back 
with Lyle Mayock to sing a duet which brought the house down, singing "Rewrite the Stars" and ending 
this year's festival with a 96%. Laura Carey scored 95% for Junior High Broadway and 93% for Solo 
Singing. The Grade 4/5 Choir under Mr Carey’s directorship obtained the highest grading, which is 
distinction....96%. The dance group (Isabella Lightbourn, Sofia Reid, Skylah Neville, Abigail Peart, Emily 
Taylor and Sienna Cheetham) were also awarded honours. 

Our swimmers are enjoying a very successful season and Zaylie-Elizabeth Thompson,  Anya MacPhail, 
Katherine Slatter,  Virginia Stamp,  Marc-Anthony Thompson and Luke-Kennedy Thompson have been 
selected to represent The Bahamas at the 2019 CARIFTA Swimming Championships that will be held in 
Barbados from the 20th - 24th of April:

Jelani Grant and Damian Gomez have been selected to represent The Bahamas at 
the 2019 CARIFTA Water-polo Championships that will be held in Barbados in mid April. 
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Congratulations to our IB artists for their extraordinary exhibition opening at the Current at Baha Mar last 
week. It was, by any  measure, an exceptional exhibition. The range of ideas, techniques and creativity was 
terrific and each told the student’s story in a unique and personal way. I have seen many exhibitions in my 
career and this was amongst the very best. At St Andrew’s we inspire individuals and this was a wonderful 
showcase of the outcomes of how an IB education nurtures creativity and encourages risk-taking in an 
academic sense.

The IB Diploma Music Recital was thoroughly enjoyable and that the standard was high and the range was 
wide. 

The St Andrew’s table tennis team had a fantastic showing at the BTTF Table Tennis Championships that 
was held on the weekend at Anatol Rodgers Senior High School. Congratulations to Tyler Kemp for his 
gold medal in the U19 age group.

Aljero Knowles, Grade 11, was selected to participate in a 'TEDx Youth' talk recently in Freeport.  He was 
selected to present the topic of "How does sales professionalism affect a consumer’s overall perception of 
a product?” He was also placed 3rd in the Junior Minister of Tourism Speech Competition.

The weekend we had a number of our students take part in the Beautiful Bahamas Triathlon held at Jaws 
Beach. Our ‘Hurricanes’ teams were placed 1st, 2nd and 3rd in their age division. Well done Kathleen 
O’Brien  who was 1st place in the Girls’ 16 – 19 age division. There were many other strong performances.  

All of these events are made possible by the commitment of our teaching and coaching staff who give 
many extra hours to support our students in rehearsals and practices and then at the final performances or 
games. Many of these are unseen and unthanked: servant leadership in action. This dedication comes in 
addition to a demanding teaching and marking schedule.  I am so grateful for their commitment to the 
students and desire to nurture their talents and do their very best.  

Best Wishes,

Andy Wood  

Principal
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We are asking for parental support in monitoring the content that is being shared and discussed on your 
child’s social media accounts and devices. Although issues from these platforms and their content 
frequently spill over to the school day, we are unable to control and deal with problems that take place 
outside of the school and while children are at home in the evenings. Many social networking sites and 
online games have age restrictions, but unfortunately these are not being followed by many of our 
students.

Snapchat has a minimum age requirement of 13 years
WhatsApp has a minimum age requirement of 16 years
Fortnite has a minimum age requirement of 12 years
Instagram has a  minimum age requirement of 13 years

Based on these guidelines, no primary school student should be accessing these apps.

Students are being exposed to content that they are not developmentally or emotionally able to process 
and handle at their ages. There has been a recent surge of inappropriate language and behaviour across 
junior grade levels that can be traced to content obtained over the internet or through various social 
media platforms. In addition, some children are having discussions on social media that they are finding 
difficult to unravel without the support of adults. We will continue to address and work with students as 
issues arise in school to ensure that all students feel safe. We are asking for your support to ensure that 
your children are closely monitored when accessing the internet and social media and that they only 
access sites that are age appropriate.

As a reminder, primary students are not allowed to have cell phones during the school day. If a cell 
phone is seen or used, it is confiscated and held until a parent or guardian can come and collect it. We 
suggest that unless there is a specific reason your child needs a phone at school (after school activities, 
riding the bus, etc.), all cell phones should stay at home. If a child brings a phone to school, it must 
remain off and in their bag until after school.

Common Sense Media provides abundant resources related to everything from being a responsible 
digital citizen to current technology trends. Under the “Parents Need to Know” tab, there are areas for 
cell phones, internet, social media, tiktok, youtube, and many more resources your child may be 
exploring. 

Additional Resources:
Browsing Filters

● Clean Browsing

Messaging Filters
● Rethink Words 

Social Media
● A Parent’s Guide to Social Media
● Social Networking Sites for Kids
● 17 apps children are heading to after facebook…
● 5 Media Resolutions Every Family Should Make in 2019

Snapchat
● What Parents Need to Know
● A Complete App Profile for Parents

Fortnite
● 6 Fortnite Secrets Kids Know But You Don't
● As "Fortnite" Blows Up, Parents Need to Up Their Game

Parental Controls
● 5 ways to block inappropriate sites
● Parental controls

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/social-media
https://cleanbrowsing.org/
http://www.rethinkwords.com/
https://health.usnews.com/wellness/family/articles/2017-11-06/a-parents-guide-to-social-media
https://www.parenting.com/article/social-networking-sites-for-kids
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/16-apps-and-websites-kids-are-heading-to-after-facebook
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/5-media-resolutions-every-family-should-make-in-2019
https://www.verywellfamily.com/what-is-snapchat-and-its-use-1270338
https://protectyoungeyes.com/content/snapchat/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/6-fortnite-secrets-kids-know-but-you-dont
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/as-fortnite-blows-up-parents-need-to-up-their-game
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/healthy-media-habits
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-parental-controls
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What an incredible month it’s been for Secondary School students! Their individual achievements: 
sporting, artistic, cultural, service-based and more are recognised elsewhere in this month’s newsletter 
but we recognised them individually at a recent assembly by inviting them all on stage. It was striking to 
see just how many students are involved in activities beyond the classroom! I talked to the student body 
that day about my wish that they participate. Trying something new, meeting new people, building 
individual and team skills as well as that resilience and perseverance that we know are so key to success: 
these are the advantages of extra-curricular activities, way beyond prizes and accolades, that will best 
help our students and your children develop into happy, confident and successful adults.

Recognising Participation
March 20th

I was honoured to be one of the judges at the recent grade 8 mini Science Expo led by Mrs Connolly. 
Students had been studying the human body’s organ systems and gave group presentations. I was 
most impressed by how knowledgeable they were about Biology content which isn’t normally studied 
until grade 9 and 10, but also by the varied and creative ways they chose to share what they had 
learned. True mastery is shown when we are able to teach what we have learned in new ways. 
Students had made music videos and songs, quizzes and art pieces in addition to their display boards. 
This process of assimilation, synthesis and creation is not only where great learning happens, but it’s a 
lot of fun for the learner. Bloom’s Taxonomy tells us that these are the higher-order thinking skills, way 
beyond simple understanding.

On Thursday, March 29th we celebrated ‘International Day’ together. Each advisory group has been 
working on this for a while, having chosen a particular country to focus on. We had a ‘parade of nations’, 
an assembly focused on international-mindedness and each group ran a stall offering information about 
their chosen country and even some traditional games and cuisine for others to try. All week students 
have been on an ‘international scavenger hunt’ finding clues and information about the various nations. 
This was not only a chance for our students and teachers to develop global citizenship, but an 
opportunity to reflect on the Bahamas and its valuable place in the international community. A huge 
thank you to the teacher working group which planned the day and particularly to Mrs Coyle for her 
leadership!

International Day
March 28th

https://uwaterloo.ca/centre-for-teaching-excellence/teaching-resources/teaching-tips/planning-courses-and-assignments/course-design/blooms-taxonomy
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St Andrew’s in the News
Our students continue to compete locally and internationally in the areas of sports and academics. Their success is 
often witnessed by many individuals outside of St Andrew's International School, resulting in success stories which I 
enjoy sharing or inviting the local press to showcase. Below are snapshots of a few success stories of our students 
over the past few weeks.  

World Scholar’s Cup
Over 60 students from St Andrew’s took part in this year’s 2019 Nassau Regional round of the World Scholar’s 
Cup, earning over 200 medals collectively. St Andrew’s School hosted both both private and public schools 
across New Providence to compete in the Regional Round. The competition involved a Scholar’s Bowl, 
Collaborative Writing, Scholar’s Challenge, Team Debates, a talent show and a Debate Showcase. 

BAISS Track & Field 
Championships

Our track & field team participated in 
the BAISS Championships held 
March 6th-8th. Our students 
competed in high jump, long jump, 
javelin, shot putt, sprints and long 
distance races. We earned a total of 
three medals: Amina Forbes, GOLD 
in the under 20 high jump, D’Arja 
Davis, SILVER in the under 17, 200m 
and Amadeo Cartwright, BRONZE in 
the under 17, 3000m.  Overall, St 
Andrew’s Hurricanes placed 8th out 
of 11 private schools. Our students’ 
results were featured in the Guardian 
and Tribune newspapers.

Nationals Track & Field Championship
Amadeo Cartwright, D’Arja Davis, Amina Forbes and Katherine Slatter each 
qualified for the Nationals Track & Field Championships held March 
21st-23rd. The event features top athletes in public and private schools all 
across The Bahamas. The results included: D’Arja, SILVER in the under 17, 
200m, Amina, BRONZE in the under 20 high jump, Amadeo, 4th in the under 
17, 3000m and Katherine, 5th in the under 20, 3000m.  

IB Art Exhibition
On March 21st, The Current, Art Gallery at 
Baha Mar, hosted our Grade 12, IB Art 
Diploma students for their art exhibition. The 
exhibition, which was covered by ZNS News, 
showcased a selection of their best art works 
of various forms including drawing and 
painting, digital arts media & photography,  
printmaking and sculpture. 



ECA  News
This last month has been CRAZY busy. Our student body have been totally involved, not just in terms of 
exams and school work, but representing the school in competitions and work in the community. This was 
highlighted when Mr. Mckenzie had all the students who had represented the school on stage. We had 
more than fifty percent of the student body standing and being acknowledged. 

SPORTS
I am going to recognize a number of student achievements both at school and in the community. I will 
apologise at the get go because I know I will miss some successes. Please remember to send me 
information regarding your children if you would like them to be highlighted.

BTTF Table Tennis Championships
This is a growing Club at school. We had a number of students who did particularly well.

1. Tyler Kemp - GOLD! U19 Age Group.

2. Samuel Chan - SILVER! U16 Age Group.

3. Enea Gervasini - BRONZE! U13 Age Group.

TRACK AND FIELD
We had a strong showing at both BAISS and the Nationals.

NATIONALS
 D’Arjha Davis - SILVER! U17 Girls 200m finals.

-D’Arjha ran another PB in the time of 24.77 - just shy of the Carifta qualify
 D’Arjha Davis - SILVER! U17 Girls 100m finals.

 Amina Forbes - BRONZE! U20 Girls High Jump.

BAISS
 D’Arjha Davis - SILVER! U17 200m finals. 
D’Arjha Davis - SILVER! U17 100m.

Amadeo Cartwright - BRONZE! U17 3000m.
Amina Forbes - GOLD! U20 High Jump.

SAILING
The following students are excelling in Sailing.
OPTIMIST CLASS
Finley Chappell -  RNSC
Cameron Eldon - RNSC / BNSS
Katie Kelly - RNSC
Jude McCarroll - RNSC
Scarlett McCarroll - RNSC
Amy McSweeney - RNSC / BNSS
Zane Munro - RNSC / BNSS
Matthew Reid - RNSC / BNSS
Corny Raine - RNSC
Blake Maury - RNSC
Jake Maury - RNSC
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SUNFISH CLASS
Ellianne Higgs - RNSC
Kaia Kooskalis - RNSC
Jacob Martingborough - RNSC
Franklin White - RNSC

LASER CLASS
Eric Boxerman - BNSS
Robert Carey - BNSS
Tyler McSweeney - BNSS
Max Wassitsch - RNSC / BNSS

WATER POLO
The following student athletes have been selected to represent The Bahamas at the 2019 CARIFTA 
Water-polo Championships that will be held in Barbados from the 11th - 14th of April:

Male U16 & U19

Jelani Grant

Male U19

Damian Gomez
SWIMMING
The following student athletes have been selected to represent The Bahamas at the 2019 CARIFTA 
Swimming Championships that will be held in Barbados from the 20th - 24th of April:
Carifta Swimming Champiuonships
Female 13 - 14 Age Group

Zaylie-Elizabeth Thompson

Female 15 - 17 Age Group

Anya MacPhail
Katherine Slatter
Virginia Stamp

Male 15 - 17 Age Group

Marc-Anthony Thompson
Luke-Kennedy Thompson
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EQUESTRIAN

The SAIS Equestrian Team placed 5th at The Bahamas Inter-School Equestrian League Competition 
that was held on Sunday, February 17th at The Camperdown Stables.

Congratulations to our following riders:

1. Morgan Peterson (Gr. 8)

2. Ellianne Higgs (Gr. 5)

3. Alexis Osazuwa (Gr. 7)

4. Emily Dupuch (Gr. 4)

SOCCER

Our teams are going well and look set for the play-offs. We are seeking our fourth straight Senior 
Boys Championships. Good luck to all teams.
At the Junior level we have had over 40 Junior students competing against Lyford, Windsor and 
Meridian. We have won one and finished second. The third round of games is on May 19 at 
St Andrew’s.

The month of March has been extremely busy for the creative and performing arts department. The 
E. Clement Bethell National Arts Festival for Nassau took place from March 11 - 22. This year, our 
students continued to make St Andrew's proud with outstanding results, many scoring above 90% 
to qualify for a possible national win. To showcase the talents of our wonderful students, please 
come out to our concert, "Celebration of the Arts", Monday, April 1st at 6pm in the School Hall. 
(Admission is $15 Adults and $10 students)

Also at this time, we congratulate our IB Diploma Music Students, who performed an amazing 
recital on Wednesday, March 20th and our IB Diploma Art Students who completed an outstanding 
opening of their Art Exhibition at The Current in BahaMar on March 21st. Their artwork is still on 
exhibition until March 30th. Finally, don't miss the IB Diploma Grade 11 Theatre Arts performances 
on April 10th from 6:30pm - 8:30pm in the School Hall.

Peter Wilson
Director of Co-Curricular and Student Leadership


