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One of the great things about my job is the opportunity to get into classrooms and I make this a priority when 
planning my day. Monitoring the quality of teaching and providing feedback to teachers that can support them in 
becoming even better is at the heart of school leadership. I always have a focus on these observations: for this term it 
has been Primary Mathematics and Learning Support. Some are formal lesson observations where the teacher knows 
that I am coming and can prepare, and others are ‘drop ins’, where I can get a feel for the day-to-day teaching. I also 
stroll around and pop into classrooms for a few minutes unexpectedly, not to do a formal observation, but to keep my 
finger on the pulse of the school.

In these observations I look for at a number of things. The engagement of students, classroom behaviour 
management, quality of questioning, level of challenge (are the children being stretched intellectually?), the pace of 
the lesson, differentiation, assessment. And, most importantly, are they learning something now by way of knowledge, 
skills and understanding? How are the students with learning or behavioural needs being managed? In addition, I  
focus  more on the students than the teacher. I look at workbooks, check on the lesson planning and talk to the 
students: they will quite honestly tell you exactly what is going on. 

Afterwards I meet with the teachers and give them feedback, ‘what went well’ and ‘even better if’. Then, when I return, 
I am looking for evidence that they have addressed the areas  that were highlighted for improvement.   I track the data 
from my observations and triangulate it with the MAP and other assessment data to plan our professional 
development and, if needed, improvement plans for individual teachers or groups of students.  The majority of our 
Professional Development this term in Primary has been devoted to Mathematics teaching and raising standards.

For each lesson I carefully list the strengths and areas for development and spent one on one time with each teacher 
after the lessons discussing these points. In terms of ratings, 80% of the lessons have been in the ‘Good to 
Outstanding’ range, which is, in my experience as a Principal is very good. I have seen many outstanding lessons and 
enjoyed seeing teachers explaining concepts, not merely facts. Our inquiry based approach to teaching ensures that 
students develop deep understanding of the material they have investigated, driven by essential questions and a 
rigorous approach to research. From the basics of numbers in Pre-School to a Grade 12 IB Diploma Chemistry 
practical, the range and depth of the teaching in our school is inspiring. A hallmark of our school is the positive, caring 
teacher-student relationships. Of course there is always room for improvement; as a learning community we are always 
looking to improve and do things better. 

70th Birthday Assembly

The 70th birthday assembly was a very special event that struck just the right balance between dignity and celebration. 
The various choirs sang beautifully, culminating in the Faculty Choir’s rousing rendition of ‘Celebrate’. Our guest of 
honour was the Chief Magistrate of the Bahamas, Mrs. Joyanne Ferguson-Pratt.  She is an alumnus of the school and 
started her career in the same hall as the event took place. She spoke very positively and challenged the students to 
be people of character and substance and to live their lives according to unchanging values. In my address I spoke of 
the great honour and responsibility I have of working with the present faculty, staff and governors and of taking the 
school forward. I wonder what the school will look like in 70 years’ time. Will we all wear augmented reality glasses and 
be digitally synched with global classrooms? Technology will undoubtedly change things, but I do hope that there will 
still be time for friends and friendships, laughter and the singing of the choir and enjoying sports in the Bahamian 
sunshine. 

Staff News

Congratulations to Ivan and Vanessa Carey on the birth of their beautiful baby girl. Emma Hope was born premature, 
so she is spending some time in ICU before heading home. We are so delighted she is doing so well.

It is with great sadness that we received the news of the passing of Ms. Baronda Stewart (Secondary French) after a 
long battle with cancer. We held a memorial assembly for her last week which her family attended and were able to 
see how loved, respected and admired she was in the St Andrew’s Community.

Andy Wood - Principal



We have a busy December coming up. 
Tomorrow, junior students will compete in our House 
Basketball tournament from 1:30 - 3:00 pm. Games 
will be played on both the junior court and the 
secondary court by the pool. 
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Being able to use both creative and critical thinking skills will serve our students well in 
the future. The United Nations Rights of the Child state, “Every child has the right to rest and 
leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and 
to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.” As the holidays approach, consider gifts that 
inspire students to use their imagination and creativity. Fostering creative and imaginative 
thinking is essential for success in the dynamic world we live in today and that of the future. 
Our students will be competing for jobs that require skill sets that haven’t even been 
identified yet. Developing innovative ideas and creative solutions to problems are two key 
traits for lifelong learning and success.  

Games, sports, and activities that require students to be active and moving about also 
play an essential role in their development. Ensuring that we help children find a balance 
between electronics and active play is key. Without play, which includes both physical 
activity and creative outlets, children have weaker gross and fine motor skills, creative 
thinking abilities, social skills, and abilities to entertain themselves.

Allowing children to become bored enables them to develop these creative and 
imaginative capabilities. What will they do to fill that time? Will they build a pillow and blanket 
fort? Will they write a story? Maybe they will round up neighborhood friends for a game of 
kickball or a bike ride. They may pull out recipe books and bake up a treat or help whoever is 
preparing your holiday meal with the cooking. The possibilities are endless. Encourage your 
child to try out some of the activities on our Holiday Vacation challenge. 

Run Day will be on Friday, December 14th. Infant students will run from 9 - 10am and 
Junior students will run from 11am - 12:15pm. 

Monday and Tuesday, December 17th and 18th, will be regular school days. Wednesday 
will be a half day, with a noon dismissal. The morning will begin with Santa’s Visit and our 
annual Toy Collection. Santa will arrive around 9am. We will have a short sing-along out front 
and then Santa will visit each individual class to collect the donated toys. Please send new, 
unwrapped toys this year. These toys will be given to less fortunate children throughout New 
Providence. School will close for Christmas break at 12pm. 

Our creative arts department and talented students 
will shine next week. Elf will run from December 10th - 12th, at 
6pm each evening. On Thursday, December 13th at 4pm, 
our infant students will perform A Charlie Brown 
Christmas. On this day, infant students are dismissed at 
12pm and return to their classrooms, dressed in their 
production outfits by 3:15pm. This year, we will follow the 
production with Cookies with Santa. Please stick around for 
a little while after the show to enjoy a cookie and visit with 
Santa. All proceeds will benefit infant playground 
improvements.

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Wyel7CxquSV0fACYg06tJYcVVG9Oz3W3
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November at St Andrew’s came to an end with 
poignant reminders of the places great schools and 
inspirational teachers play in the lives of individuals and 
communities. Just as we prepared to mark our official 70th 
birthday with a week of celebrations, we heard the sad news 
that we had lost Ms Baronda Stewart, who had taught at St 
Andrew’s since 2011 and most recently led the Modern 
Foreign Languages team. 

To the teaching faculty, Ms Stewart was a respected and 
highly-valued colleague, a supportive and knowledgeable 
leader and above all, a good friend. To the students who 
worked with her, she was an energetic and creative teacher 
who always demanded students gave their best and set an 
example that made it clear she would give them her best in 
return. The love our community has for her was evident in the 
way they came together last week to remember her in stories 
and tributes, in prayers and in songs. 

In my absence, I am indebted to the students and staff for the way they united to look after one 
another, young people and adults, and kept moving forward through what remains a difficult time. 
For myself, I will always remember Ms Stewart, not only for her incredibly warm smile, but mostly for 
the quiet and effective way that she went about her work here. We are often advised to talk less and 
listen more, but to Ms Stewart the wisdom of this came naturally and I hope this will be yet one more 
thing that we learn from her.

I have been away from school for the last week, working in El Salvador as part of a Council of 
International Schools evaluation team at Academia Britanica Cuscatleca in the city of San Salvador. 
Although a larger school than St Andrew’s, I was struck by many similarities: they are a 
through-school with students from early learning to grade 12; they are an IB school with a similar 
diploma points average; they encourage their students to get involved in service learning from a 
young age and they try hard to balance local and international expectations when preparing their 
students for future study and the world of work. 

The most valuable part of visits such as this is the opportunity to reflect on the progress St Andrew’s 
is making when compared not only to another school, but when stacked against the expectations 
and experience of the other evaluation team members, who themselves work in a variety of contexts. 
As well as focusing on staffing and the secondary school curriculum, I had responsibility for 
evaluating the quality of the school’s communication and partnerships with home. This dynamic was 
impressively handled and parents played an important role in the development of the school. Now 
that I’m back  on the ground in Nassau, I realise there’s a lot more we could be doing at St Andrew’s, 
not only to give parents information about how we work with Secondary School students, but to be 
consulting you on some of the decisions we take. This, of course, is a two-way process and will only 
work if parents want and take the opportunities as they come along. I hope in the next few months 
you’ll notice an increase in the chances you have to learn about and give your feelings on the work of 
the Secondary School. And I hope you’ll get involved as we try to constantly improve the learning 
and wellbeing of all our students. 

The next opportunity for involvement is to come out and see Elf next week. I want to give a huge 
thank you to Miss Petersen, the Arts team and all the other staff and student volunteers who are all 
working together through the stress to give audiences a night to remember!

Gordon McKenzie
Vice Principal & Head of Secondary
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Tamika Cartwright 
Director of Development & 
Public Relations

St Andrew’s Church Service
On Sunday, November 25th, the St Andrew’s School 
community kicked off St Andrew’s Week with a church 
service at the grounds where the school began, St 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Kirk. The school faculty and 
student choir sang, our Head Boy, William Cash and 
Head Girl, Celine Osborne read the scriptures and Pastor 
MacPhail delivered a heartwarming sermon reminding us 
of the meaning of our school’s first motto. The morning 
ended in the church hall with cake and ice-cream for 
everyone. 

Standing United
In recognition of St Andrew’s Day and the 
school’s 70th Birthday Celebration, students from 
Preschool to Grade 12, faculty, parents alumni 
and friends, stood united to celebrate  the 
school’s legacy of 70 years. 

70th Birthday Assembly
Our donors, from Corner Bank, Pictet Bank, Palm Cay, Blue Lagoon, Dairy Queen and Bahamas Waste  along with 
faculty, parents, alumni, friends and students were all invited to witness a milestone in the life of St Andrew’s School as 
the school celebrated St Andrew’s Day and the school’s 70th Birthday Celebration.

Chief Magistrate of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, Mrs. Joyann Ferguson-Pratt (former St Andrew’s School 
student), was guest speaker at the 70th Birthday Assembly. Mrs. Pratt shared stories of her time at St Andrew’s School 
and in her speech, encouraged students to be of good character, maintain moral values, persevere and always set high 
standards.  

Principal, Andy Wood shared a brief history of the school and taught us about the Saint named Andrew, while former 
Head of Secondary, Frank Coyle, paid tribute to the long serving teachers “Legends” of St Andrew’s  School. 

It was a time to smile, cheers, sing and clap along as Grade 1 and 2 took to the stage in poems and introductions while 
the Boys Choir and Faculty Choir sang songs of “Celebration.”

School clubs and committees formed Birthday Booths with treats and games and everyone in the St Andrew’s School 
Community walked away with frozen treats from one of our 70th Birthday sponsors, Dairy Queen. 
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Sports

Secondary

Our Senior Boys softball team take pride of place as they battled gamely against QC in the BAISS 
play-offs. We came up just short but the boys competed well. Special thanks go to Hunter Smith and 
Tyler Kemp who are graduating this year. Tyler has just been chosen to represent the Bahamas at 
Baseball and we wish him well.
     The Basketball season has started and games are on Mondays and Wednesdays. Please come 
out and support if you get a chance. Soccer practices are on Mondays,Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
Archery is on Tuesdays and hockey on Fridays. Plenty to get involved in.

Junior

The Basketball Academy is open to Junior Students on Mondays, Soccer is on Thursdays and a Track 
Academy will start in the New Year. The academies are free and contact myself if you need further 
information. House basketball is on December 4 at 1.30 and the Run Day is on December 14th. The 
parents run is at 7.30am-come and join us and have breakfast after.

Look what’s happening in the Creative Arts!

The Creative Arts is always a busy scene, but this time of year brings on the energy and the 
excitement of many events. Recently, the faculty and secondary school choirs came together to sing, 
John Rutter’s “For the Beauty of the Earth” at our Thanksgiving assembly and annual St Andrew’s 
Kirk service. The Junior and Secondary schools are coming together to produce the spectacular, Elf 
the Musical!” which will be showcased December 10th - 12th. Students and teachers have been 
working hard since September, on stage with music, choreography, stage blocking and acting, 
backstage with props and set changes, on set designs, flyers and tickets.  Everyone has been 
working very hard and the enthusiasm and energy is building as our debut gets closer. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to see this fantastic production. Tickets are available from the main school office, 
Adults $15 / Students $10. On December 13th at 4pm, make sure to come out and see our Infant 
school in their production of “A Charlie Brown’s Christmas.” They have been working hard at their 
lines, songs and dancing and they can’t wait for you to come and see them perform! Finally, on 
Tuesday, December 18th at 7pm, our secondary school students will be performing in our annual 
Christmas Concert. This concert features soloists, duets, singing groups and our rock band. St 
Andrew’s International School is ready to bring you some Christmas cheer! We look forward to 
seeing you at one or all of our events this season!

So lots going on. Let's continue to work together to make our students the best they can be.
                
Happy holidays to all,

Santa Claus


