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PRINCIPALôS NEWS 

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give  
Winston Churchill 

 

As this weekôs Heads Up will be the penultimate of the school year ï the final edition will be on Friday 8th June 
ï I thought I would use this issue to recognise, thank and wish good luck to those members of staff who will be 
leaving us in a couple of weeks. 
 
Having worked internationally for more than two decades I know leaving, be it family at the end of the holidays 
or a place of employment is never easy, but I always try to take comfort in the words; ódonôt cry because it is 
over - smile because it happenedô and I hope those faculty that are leaving us this year will do the same. 
 
On June 15th, we will bid farewell and wish good luck to the following: 
 
Secondary:  Frank Coyle, Julie Carey and Tiffany Saunders 
Primary:  Millie Potter, Danielle Moore, Francis Honess, Myriam Ysern and Tom Zumchak 
 
I am sure they will take away many wonderful memories and know they have touched and helped shape many 
lives (and in some cases thousands of lives) of the students they have cared for.  
 
Although the end of the school year is always a sad time, it also exciting as we look forward to the new 
ventures that will start in August. For SY12-13 we have some excellent educators joining us who include: 
 
Mrs. Susan Tilney (PYP Coordinator): Sue is presently working at a PYP school in the Middle East and has 
other PYP and international experience from working in Hong Kong, Malaysia and New Zealand. 
 
Mrs. Sarah Jane Green (Dean of Junior School): Sarah Jane is presently working in Spain and has previous 
international experience from working in Russia, Thailand and the USA. 
 
Mr. Spencer Green (Year 6): Spencer is the óother halfô of the Green combination and has, not too surprisingly, 
the same international experience as Sarah Jane. 
 
Ms. Katherine Langford (Year 3): Katherine is presently working in Singapore at one of the worldôs leading 
international schools and will bring a wealth of PYP experience to the Primary section. 
 
Mrs. Ruth James (Year 1): Ruth is making a welcome return to the school having taught previously in Year 5. 
 
Ms. Emily Waugh (Pre-Reception): Emily is presently teaching in Florida and her joining St Andrewôs is a 
home-coming of sorts, as Emily is Bahamian and her sister (Jessica) already teaches in Primary. 
 
Ms. Anna Moffat (Primary Spanish): Anna is currently teaching Spanish at a prestigious private school in the 
UK. Although St Andrewôs will be her first international ópostingô she has visited the region on a number of 
occasions. 
 
Ms. Margaret Hess (Primary Music): Margaret is also working in Singapore and also has a wealth of PYP 
experience. 
 
At the beginning of next school year I will be asking all our new teachers to make a small contribution to Heads 
Up by way of introducing themselves.  
 
This week we also said ógood byeô to our Year 13 IB graduates at a special ceremony at the British Colonial 
Hilton. This proved to be an excellent venue and I would particularly like to thank our special guest speaker Mr. 
Darron Turnquest who certainly proved to be a motivational speaker. The IB results are out on July 6th and I 
hope all of the graduating class gets the grades they deserve. 
 
Dr Glenn Canterford 



FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE 
 
Please be reminded that tuition for the first trimester of the 2012/2013 academic year, which commences 23 
August 2012, is due on or before 15 June 2012. 
 
Billings have already been mailed.  However, if you have not received your billing you may contact the 
Business Office to inquire on your balance.  Otherwise, you may review the Tuition pages located on the 
Schoolôs website, www.standrewsbahamas.com, under ñAdmissions/Tuitionò. 
  
If fees are not paid by 15 June 2012, the payment of tuition will be considered late.   In this instance, 
your child/childrenôs name(s) will be removed from the class list and a re-enrollment fee of $500 per 
child; as indicated on our Tuition pages on our website; shall become due and payable.  

 

If there is a waiting list for any year level, your childôs name will be placed on the waiting list.  This means that 

school places for existing students in the school will only be guaranteed to those whose fees are paid on or before 

15 June 2012.  

 

After that, Administration is charged to accept both existing students and new students on the waiting list on the 

basis of payment of tuition.  Once the maximum number of students for the year level is reached, a waiting list will 

be re-established. 

 
If you have any questions please contact the Business Office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Evanne Archer-Bowe 
Financial Controller 
Email: evanne.bowe@st-andrews.com  
 
 

NOTE:  The Schoolôs Business Office will be open for the entire summer break! 

mailto:evanne.bowe@st-andrews.com


 

FROM THE ADMISSIONS OFFICE 

 
The Admissions Office is busy with testing for the 2012-2013 school year.  If you have a child who 
you would like to enroll, please contact me as soon as possible as some year groups are full. 
 
Please note that parents should have already notified the Admissions Office in writing if they are 
intending to withdraw their child at the end of the 2011-12 academic year. If you submitted a form and 
listed provisional withdrawal it must be confirmed by 15 June 2012. 
 
In the meantime, if any personal contact information changes, please inform the Admissions Office so 
that we are able to update our files as it is important that we are able to contact you in case of an 
emergency. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Karen Carey 



SECONDARY SCHOOL NEWS 

Year 13 Graduation Thursday 24 May Hilton Hotel 
 

Our 8th year 13 IB graduation ceremony took place last evening.  These young people have worked so hard 
to complete this 2 year rigorous diploma programme.  The IB Diploma programme is the óGold Standardô of 
college prep programmes and when in university/college our students will reap the benefits of their hard 
work over the last 2 years.   
 
Our guest speaker, student choice, was Mr Darron Turnquest former secondary school counselor and 
Psychology teacher.  Mr Turnquest is truly a motivational speaker and his advice to our graduates was very 
well received. 
 
I told our students and the audience that we started looking at college prep programmes as far back as 
1992é. Yes 20 years ago but the introduction of BGCSEôs and the Ministry mandate that they must be 
taken in year 12 slowed us down.  I told the students that in 2002 the final 3 BGCSE subjects; Accounts, 
French and History were taken in year 11 thus allowing us to embark on the IB Diploma Programme in 
August 2003éééé. Some changes can take a while but it has been worthwhile. 
 
As I write each year on the graduation programme: 
 
 ñWISHING SUCCESS AND HAPINESS IN THE FUTURE FROM THE ST ANDREWS SCHOOL FAMILYò 

 



IB Coordinator 
 

ñSay Hello, 
Wave Goodbyeò 

Soft Cell 1982 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The song ñSay Hello, Wave Goodbyeò brings back many memories from when I was 18 years old and sums up 
the past two weeks very well.  Last week we said ñHelloò to our New Year 13ôs and yesterday we waved 
Goodbye to the present Year 13ôs at their graduation, which took place in the Colonial Hilton Hotel. 
 
Even though it was a long time ago, I remember the daunting feeling of entering my final year of Secondary 
education and then suddenly having to think about moving away from home to start my Undergraduate 
education.  I look back now, and although I was ready for both challenges I was not as prepared as yesterdayôs 
graduating class. 
 
This is reinforced by a press release from the IBO last week, which explained some of the findings of a 
publication of a major study conducted by Ofqual in the UK. Ofqual is the government Office of Qualifications 
and Examination Regulations in England.  In the press release the IB state that  
 
ñOfqualôs findings demonstrate that the IB Diploma Programme provides students with a breadth of experience 
and knowledge in languages, mathematics, the experimental sciences, humanities and social sciences, which 
prepares them well for both university and the world of work. The report also acknowledges the programmeôs 
emphasis on independent study through its core - the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge ï which 
provides students with a capacity for inquiry, research, critical thinking and problem-solving and makes them 
attractive to admissions tutors and graduate employers alike.ò 
 
I am certain that this is no surprise to teachers who have been working with IB Students, as we have watched 
Graduates get offers into some of the best universities, offers of bigger scholarships and ultimately obtaining 

The Graduating IB Class of 2012 
(with Mr Coyle, Mrs Cole, Mr Toomer and Dr Canterford) 



better, higher paid jobs.  With this in mind I wish all of last nightôs Graduates ñAll the best with their future 
studiesò and I am looking forward to working closely with the IB Class of 2013. 
 
Paul Toomer 
IB Coordinator 
 

 
 
 
Exam Season Expands 
 
The óEXAM SEASONô continues for our BGCSE students.  Our year 10 students and our middle school 
students begin their end of year exams/assessments on Tuesday 29 May. 
 We wish all of our students well. 
 
Over 30 of our year 9 students opted to sit BJC exams.  These exams also start on Tuesday 29 May. 
 
Queenôs University Canada Year 8 Enrichment trip 
 
Last week Mrs Dillette and I traveled with our 14 year 8 students, 7 boys and 7 girls, to Queenôs University.  I 
wish to thank Mrs Kathy Dillette for all her hard work in organizing the two enrichment trips for the past 4 years. 
Some of the activities our students were involved in this this past week include: Global Issues, Pathology and 
Molecular Medicine; Introduction to Medicine, Nursing: Scrubbed and Ready; Film and Social Media and 
Songwriting and Recording, Lego Robotics.  Mrs Dillette and I visited all of our students in their respective 
classes. 
 
Our students made many new friends and they had a taste of college residence and to top it all the weather 
was beautiful, sunny and cool and all of the students enjoyed the cafeteria food.  Our students made Mrs 
Dillette and I very proud. 
 
MODEL UNITED NATIONS 

"Model United Nations is on the move again! Fresh from the success of our Harvard 2012 MUN experience, 

we are already preparing for Harvard January 2013.  Students have already begun the process of preparation 

for this fantastic trip and several new faces have joined the club.  Fundraising for the trip has already started 

and we would like to offer our sincerest thanks to Spotless Cleaners Ltd and the Colin and Susan Foundation 

for their generous support in helping to make sure that we can make the next conference even better by 

including more students.  It is not too late for interested students to join the club- please speak to Mr Hughes if 

you feel you have what it takes to become an MUN delegate."

The New Year 13 students ready for a year that will shape the rest of their lives! 



EDLINE 
 
Edline was introduced last academic year to improve communication between home and school but 
unfortunately a number of parents have still not opened their account.  St Andrewôs in an attempt to become 
more eco-friendly is trying to cut down on the use of paper thus fewer written concerns etc will be coming 
home as teachers and parents communicate more and more via Edline. 
   

Parents please visit Edline on a regular basis Iôm surprised to hear that 
some parents have not accessed Edline since its inception October 2010 

 
 
EDLINE 3 WEEK GRADE UPDATE SCHEDULE 

Parents will expect to see your grade book updated as shown below 
 

                                                                Date                                         Status 

Monday, 4 June 3:30pm  

 
Good News 
 
Parents, if you have good news to share with us about our students, e.g. weekend activities not sponsored by 
the school, please email me directly.  Over the holiday, if students represented The Bahamas or their clubs, in 
different areas, please let me know. 
 
Good News  
 
Two Middle School Students did exceptionally well at the Camperdown Riding Club's Annual Jumper Show 
this past Sunday, May 20, 2012; Quinn O'Brien (Year 8) riding Casino Royale, was Champion in the Novice 
Jumper Division and Zachary Pierre (Year 7) riding A Spoonful of Sugar, was Overall Champion in the Pony 
Jumper Division, and had the day's highest Gambler's Choice totals, with 1,020 points. 
 
Congratulations go to both Quinn and Zachary. 
 
BAISS Interschool Volleyball and the Big 50 
 
The junior boys and girls are now competing, the junior boys won the pennant without dropping a set.  The 
junior girls are also undefeated. The bad weather means that the competition will resume next week. 
 
Important Secondary School Events 
 
Thursday 10 May - Thursday 7 June ..................................................................... BGCSE Theory Examinations 

Monday 14 May - Monday 14 June ................................................................................ New Year 13ôs in school 

Monday 28 May ..................................................................................................... Public Holiday (Whit Monday) 

Tuesday May 31 - Monday 6 June .......................................................................................... BJC Examinations 

Tuesday 29 May - Friday 8 June ................................................... 7, 8 and 9 End of Year Internal Assessments 

Tuesday 29 May - Friday 8 June ................................................................... Year 10 End of Year Examinations 

Friday 1 June ........................................................................................................... Public Holiday (Labour Day) 

Monday 4 June ............................................................................................................................... Edline Export 

Monday 11 June ..................................................................... Year 12 Graduation Sheraton Hotel, Cable Beach 

Monday 11 June ......................................................................................................... Year 6 to 7 Transition Day 

Monday 11 - Wednesday 13 June ......................................................................... Year 9 Vocational Experience  

Friday 15 June .......................................................................................................... School closes at 12:00noon 

Monday & Tuesday 18 & 19 June ...................................................................................... Teachersô Work Days 
 
 
Frank Coyle 
Head of Secondary School 
Email: frank.coyle@st-andrews.com 



PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS 

The Bahamas Primary School Student of the Year Foundation Awards 
 

Luke Carey 
 

1st Runner up for 2012-2013 
 

 
 
Saturday May 19th will undoubtedly be remembered by Chris, Karen and Laura Carey as one of true nail biting 
excitement.  As the evening progressed, calm exteriors gave way to fidgeting, crossed fingers and outright 
bouncing as the contingent of faculty, friends and family from St. Andrewôs School awaited the announcement 
of the evening.  As some of the words that follow were read, a few of us could barely be contained as weôd 
encountered them before.  Our Luke Carey was about to be called as the First Runner Up to the Primary 
School Student of the Yearéand he was.  On the Thursday evening of that week Luke volunteered, on the 
spot, to sing the Bahamas National Anthem at Government House in front of a room of about 200 people.  He 
was amazing! We are extremely proud of Luke.  He is a true example of an IB PYP student! 
 

ñLuke Carey joined St. Andrewôs School as a Pre-Reception student and has remained with us for the 
duration of his primary school education. 
 
Throughout his time here he has consistently maintained attitudes, actions and academic standards 
that place him in the category of an exemplary student.  Luke is and has been completely committed to 
learning and demonstrating high standards in all aspects of academic expectations.  Because of his 
consistent commitment to and love for learning, he can be counted on to frequently exceed 
expectations and was enrolled in the schoolôs Enrichment Programme. 
 
Attitudes and actions are central to learning at St. Andrewôs School.  Luke is without doubt a student 
who embodies the characteristics described through the IB Learner Profile.  St. Andrewôs students 
strive to be inquirers, thinkers, communicators and risk-takers who are knowledgeable, principled, 
caring, open-minded, balanced and reflective individuals who use their strengths to work independently 
and with others to positively impact themselves, each other, the school and community. 
 

Lukeôs strength of character translates to positive actions both within and outside of the school.  He is currently 
a Junior School House Captain, a position that requires strong leadership skills and the ability to act as a role 
model to other students. He is a member of the Theatre Club, Guitar Group as well as the Junior School Choir.  



Outside of school, Luke is involved in a variety of church and community activities.  He is a shining example of 
an outstanding primary school student and an outstanding Bahamian.ò 
 
Yvette Simms 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS LUKE! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre-School Field Trip to the Fire Station 
 
The pre-school class enjoyed an exciting trip in connection with their unit of inquiry ñPeople Who Help Usò. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
óGently Usedô Books Wanted! 
 

Through the Unit óWorld Wide Aid,ô our Year 5 students this year were given the 
opportunity to choose a way to support local or international charities.  The students 
met this challenge with enthusiasm and were able to give much needed aid to a range 
of deserving charities.  To continue with this effort to support the local community, we 
are now encouraging our students to donate any ógently usedô reading books that are 
in good condition.  These books will then be taken to Ranfurly Childrenôs Home, Bilney 
Lane Childrenôs Home and the Salvation Army. 
 
There is a red box in the Library Foyer for you put the donated books.  They can be for 

any age!   
 
Thank you for your support! 
Miss Pitts and Primary School 


